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(a) the charge of primary, and perhaps in part of inter-
mediate, if not of higher, education. (The last point is one for
much consideration.)
(b)  of Poor Law Administration.
(c)  of Sanitary Administration.
(d)  of Public Works of all kinds including Fisheries, and
perhaps of other and minor branches.
5.  The  whole  charge  of  Justice, Police and Prisons would
remain with the Executive.
6.  It is proposed that this Board should not be elected by the
whole Irish people, but by the representative County Boards
(as the London Board of Works is by the Parish Vestries) :  and
also that property should in it and in the County Boards have a
representation distinct from numbers.
This plan, in substance, was made known first to Mr. Gladstone
by Mr, Chamberlain, some little time back, when he hoped to obtain
for it Lord Spencer's approbation. He believes it would receive
very large support even among what is termed the Irish party.
It is approved in principle, so far as Mr. Gladstone can judge,
by six out of the eight Commons-Ministers.
A plan of this kind, going quite as far, has for many years been
desired by Mr. Gladstone, whose wish it is to see Local Govern-
ment extended not in Ireland only but throughout the United
Kingdom to the utmost extent of its capabilities, but dealing with
local matters only, and under Parliamentary controul.
In one respect Mr. Gladstone would go beyond what Mr.
Chamberlain has proposed. He would certainly give to the Irish
Municipalities the administration of the ordinary Police ; reserv-
ing however to the Executive paramount powers in the interest
of the public safety. Police Administration might in like manner
be given to the County Boards, after a term of trial.
On the other hand from motives of prudence as to one party,
and of conciliation as to the other, Mr, Gladstone thinks it might
be wise to empower the Sovereign by Order in Council in case
of public danger to the State to suspend the action of the Central
Board by suspending or disposing its President, and provisionally
to take over all its functions except those relating to taxation.
This is a great and stringent power to be provided for an extreme
case, and perhaps to be made subject to re-consideration by
Parliament after a term of years.